NORTHERN LIGHTS MEETING MINUTES 

October 21, 2007

Meeting convened at 11:00 AM at Don & Jill’s in Mendon after a great breakfast cooked by chefs Ron Dallas and Kat Hanlon.

Attendees

Ann Catelli (President)

Susan Smith (Treasurer)

Pat Vandenberg (Secretary)

Allan Kent

John Francini (Webmaster)

Helen Francini

Janice Dallas (Board Rep)

Ron Dallas

Jill Eastlake

Don Eastlake

Betty Trugman

Nancy Shapiro

Jerome Conner

Kathy(Kat)Hanlon

President's report: FFF editor notified Ann that one of her 5 designs got in.  Her worst percentage yet.

Vice President's report: No report.

Secretary's report:  Thank you to Rich and Ann for producing the excellent September minutes while the Secretary was in the middle of her USA viewing.  Minutes accepted as published.

Treasurer's report: Dues increase went in on ICG - $2 to cover archives.  ICG individual dues now $8 and members of household now $4; taking effect October 31st.  NOeL individual dues will now be $14 and household members will now be ?  as we need to decide how much of the ICG dues increase NOeL is going to eat. (See Old Business below for decision.)  Report got in on time. 

Webmaster's report: Hi.  Webpage update in progress. 

Newsletter: Looking for more pieces for beginning of year issue.  Whatever you can give her – a convention, an exhibit, a How To – Sue wants articles.

ICG Board Rep: Denver Costume & Cosplay Society joining ICG as new chapter.  NOeL members said yes, so Janice so voted to ICG to accept new chapter.  Jill and Ann took part in the ICG costuming poll. Zippers seemed to be the main area of problem discussion. Registration for CostumeCon 28 in Milwaukee has gone up to $60. 

Old Business

Tea Party: Had a wonderful High Tea at Sue Brown and Doug Ray’s home in Methuen.  (Request that Sue Brown do write-up for newsletter.)

Jerome is going to get produced the NOeL business cards in black & white.  $20 has already been approved for this effort.

As part of our effort to advertise NOeL at Arisia, we will ask the Masquerade MC to make an announcement about our meeting.  Next order of the NOel Hall Costume ribbons will have the sticky-stuff on the back so they can be attached to a badge etc.

On Recruitment:  Jerome announced that Mary Dumas has recruited for us; she has 4 Cosplay young people who want to join.  He will invite them to the Mill meeting in November.

What are we going to do with the bears that have been completed?  What are we going to do with the remaining bear materials?  Dallases would like to get them out of their living room.  Betty is going to investigate and see if she can find a place who will accept our donation.

We will continue to subsidize the third member of a household.  We are going to raise the individual dues to $14 and household dues to $24.

Moved, seconded and passed.  NOeL dues are due January 1; usually paid at Arisia.

New Business

Helen announced the new NOeL large-production costume. If you are planning on joining us in this effort, please get yourself signed up on Mac.Com, for free, so you can get the notes.  Please also notify John Francini that you wish to be added to the group. 

Jill moved that we hold elections in December of 2007.  She stated that she, however, is running away from office!  Allan seconded.  

NOeL is providing our pens to United Fan Con.  Jerome also asked if he could give out a special ‘Measure of Success’ award.  Permission granted. 

Allan suggested we ask Arisia if a business-sized ad could be put in the pocket program on the Sunday page.  If it can, we should look at getting one.  It was unanimous that we do NOT do a color ad in the pocket program.  It would cost $125 for a full-page or $75 for a half-page ad in the Souvenir Book.  Helen suggested we have a half-page horizontal.  Jerome suggested top-of-page.  Ann asked about using her FFF art; we said yes.  Helen is going to design our ad.

Motion:  To get a $75 fan rate ½ page ad in the Arisia Souvenir Book.

Moved, seconded and passed.  

Jill will be looking into the possibility of us getting an ‘ad’ in the pocket program.  Moved, seconded and passed.

(Helen was heard to say she had to learn how to run away screaming.)

Convention Report:  

Additional Nippon Report, from Jill:

14 costumes appeared in the Masquerade with one scratch.  There were 4 or 5 young entries.  Individually the number of Journeymen and Masters were too few so together became ‘experienced’ category.

Jill showed us the “chop” she was given as Assistant Masquerade Director.  It is a wooden stamp that says Nippon ’07 plus other things in Japanese.  There were a plethora of hall costumes, especially people dressed as Cosplay dolls.  Jill got her picture taken with one and then got ‘her’ card, which we passed around.  Jill had a blast.

United Fan Con:  November 2-4

Philcon:  November 17-19, 2006.  Byron Connell is looking for help for  the Masquerade.

Stephanie & Rich are all planning on going and will contact Byron.

Arisia:  January 18-21, 2008.  

Announcements

From Sue Smith:

MFA Boston:  Now to March 23, 2008 “Walk This Way”, Shoes paired with 

     displays throughout the museum.

 Now to January 27, 2008 “Symbols of Power:  Napoleon and 

     the Art of the Empire Style, 1800-1815“

Jerome showed off his ‘space helmet’ in the making.  It is a Spirit Ball, Boule Magique, which comes with a head inside.  He has plans to make it a ‘real’ space helmet with air intakes and water coolant.

Everyone oo’d and ah’d and congratulated him for his find.

Pat took her turn proving that gravity works.  Other than feeling Very clumsy, she was fine.

Jill took a postcard making class with the Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild.  She passed around a few that she had made and started.  Apparently the Holliston PO will not accept them but others, like 

Mendon, want them.  Jill suggested we might like to do a ‘class’ on them.

Jill announced that Walter Hunt will be GOH for Arisia ’09.  The GOArtist is Dave Seeley from Cambridge and the Fan GOHs are Ricky and Karen Dick.  These will be the only guests.  

Janice brought in the Virtual Costumer with lots of pictures and an article on Burning Man, as well as Sassy Feet, how to embellish your shoes.  She also brought the new Polar Light stamps for us to admire – beautiful.

Ron and Janice had a wonderful time in Scotland and Ireland with their camper.

Future Meetings

NOVEMBER 18, 2007:  At Dina’s studio (the Mill) in Littleton, MA.  Time 11AM; eat before or bring your own. (Nominations) 

DECEMBER 16, 2007:  John & Helen’s home in Nashua.  Breakfast at 10AM; Meeting at 11AM.  (Elections)


JANUARY 20, 2008: At Arisia.  (We will not be having a separate meeting the week before Arisia, as we have done in previous years.)  Hopefully Sunday afternoon. TBA

FEBRUARY 10, 2008: At Pat & Allan’s.

MARCH 9, 2008: At Janice & Ron’s.  Also start of Daylight savings time.

Meeting adjourned at 12:45 PM.

