NOEL MEETING JUNE 17, 2007

Meeting took place at Dina’s studio in Littleton, MA.    In attendance were: Ann Catelli, President (who arrived during Old Business); Dina Flockhart, Vice President (presiding until Ann arrived), Pat Vandenberg, Secretary & Allan Kent;  John Francini, Webmaster with Guest Darcy Wilkins,  Janice Dallas, ICG Board Rep, & Ron Dallas; Don & Jill Eastlake with Betty Trugman;  Jeanine Swick; Nancy Shapiro and a small cameo appearance by Dan Zimmerman.  

Meeting commenced at 11:00AM.  Many of us had breakfast at the Masonic Lodge beforehand. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Working on dolls. Probably exhausted.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   Survived breakfast at Masonic Lodge with children.  Managed to clean up the mill to make space for meeting.
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The minutes were late; apologies.  Janice already has corrections.  Accepted as corrected.  Have report on fabric swap to be reported later.  Will not be present at July 8th meeting as will be coming back from Florida.  Need someone to take July 8th minutes.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Sent in written report as Sue has family obligation today.
$100 sent in to ICG as donation to Archives.  See e-mail for possible changes to our dues structure IF ICG raises dues by $2 to help support Archives.
WEBMASTER:   Our Webmaster is back and healthier.  He has been a bit busy getting healthy and had no minutes available to add to the Web.
NEWSLETTER:  Sue, in her written report, volunteered to become Newsletter Editor.  We want articles!!  Accepted by acclimation.  She already has a 4-page newsletter available to be sent out when she receives notice she is the new Newsletter Editor.
ICG BOARD REP:  Janice sent around a variety of e-mails.  
Archive expenses cover transferring old tapes to DVD and the cost of renting a truck and driving from New Jersey to Pierre’s in Lincoln, NE.  Dina suggested they check into freight instead of truck.  

New chapters are increasing expenses as well as increasing income.  New budget calculations being made.  New License and permit is $1,060.  Newsletter costs $300 per issue.  May need to raise dues.
ICG would like regular chapter reports on doings and things of interest to be sent to the ICG Newsletter. It was suggested that sending them a copy of our ‘The Whole Nine Yards’ would fulfill this requirement.  It was also suggested that Sue might need an  Assistant Newsletter Editor.  Anyone interested?
OLD BUSINESS:

An Open (to anyone) Fabric and related items swap took place following the May 20th meeting.  Thank You’s to:  Ann, Susan, Allan, Janice, Ron, Jill, Betty, Jeanine, Stacy and Nancy for their help getting everything put out and organized before we started the swap at 1PM.  Unfortunately, the weather did Not cooperate so we had rain showers off and on and we had to put everything in the garage – thanks to all who helped make sure we had it ready.  Only about 4 actual ‘swappers’ showed up.  One actually asked me if we were going to do this annually.  My response was – I’ll be glad to help as long as some one else organizes it.  My special thanks to Jeanine, Nancy, Susan and Ann who helped get things straightened and packed up to go and a Very Special Thanks to Persis Thorndike Love who came and took all of the left-overs away!  (Jeanine reported that John’s tables were successfully returned to him. Thanks Jeanine!)
We are currently waiting to hear from Susan Brown regarding our next High Tea which has been tentatively scheduled for her home sometime in September/October.
At a previous meeting Dina suggested we have a Teddy Bear Picnic and that we come in costume with our favorite stuffed companion in matching costume.   It was also suggested that if we do this in a park we send an announcement to papers and tell people.  Many patterns have been located for all styles of bears and other companions.  (Dina pulled out some patterns for bears and, in one case a combination creature, as we were talking.  As Ron stated, with this pattern you don’t have to worry about someone saying you did something wrong!)

We are planning on cutting out and sewing on Teddy Bears (and possibly other ‘furry’ companions) at Janice & Ron’s at the July 8th Meeting.  Bring your favorite machine, cloth and other materials – like stuffing for the bears.  Jeannine is willing to call in an order for eyes – she can have them in about 1 week.  3/8” eyes are 8.25 per dozen pairs;  ¼” is $3.25 per dozen pairs.  (There was a bit of discussion regarding what kind of eyes are best.  It was determined that we can decide what kind and size of bear/companion eyes we want or need after the patterns are cut out.)   While a few sites were suggested, it was decided that Dina’s suggested Fay Park in Littleton would be the site of the Teddy Bear Picnic on August 19th at 11AM.  
(Ann arrived.)
NEW BUSINESS:

Newsletter will be produced on-line.  It was suggested that Sue ask the Treasurer about budget.

Dina is proposing doing aprons in November.  Ann suggested we propose to  Milwaukee’s CostumeCon that they do a special Apron contest.

Drawbridge Puppet Theatre has a show scheduled during our September 16th meeting at Jeanine’s home.  A backstage tour is also available.  Contact Jeanine for more details.
CONVENTIONS:

ReaderCon 18:  July 5-8, 2007, Burlington Marriott, Burlington, MA.  

    Lisa and Walter Hunt will be attending.  

   (Lisa says you need to come hear Craig Shaw Gardner in the  Kirk Polland Bad Prose 

    Contest!)

Shore Leave:  July 13-15, 2007, Marriott’s Hunt Valley Inn, Baltimore, MD
    Rich & Stephanie Fine and Jerome Conner & Kara Haff may attend.

International FaerieCon:  October 12-14, 2007 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center

    in Philadelphia, PA  GOHs are Brian & Wendy Froud
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Jill asked if anyone would like to learn about running conventions.  She has openings for staff at Arisia ‘08.  (She is especially looking for someone with good credentials and knowledge of how to run Arisia TV.)
Person who won the cash prize at CostumeCon, Dawn McKenchnie, really wanted to make up Rich Fine’s ‘Flapping Out With My Baby’.  Since it required 3 people and a car, she didn’t follow up on it.  Congratulations to Rich for creating so intriguing a design.
The Littleton Historical Society is doing a special up-close exhibit of things from their collection the 2nd Sunday of August until August 30th.  Needs a group of 8-10 to do separate tour.  Let Dina know if you are interested.
Lexington – Quilts from Shelburne Museum at the Museum of our National Heritage.

Also doing Masonic aprons.    

MISCELLANEOUS:

Janice brought articles on Shrek and Scottish kilts.
Betty has been collecting fiberfill at Jill’s – has about enough for 5 bears.  Betty would love to know who dyed the lovely purple, green, yellow light wool or felt fabric she picked up at the swap.
MEETINGS:

July 8, 2007
Meeting at Dallas’s.  (Be prepared for teddy bear sewing!) 
August 19, 2007.  Teddy Bear Picnic 11AM in Fay Park, Littleton, MA 

· bring yourself and your ‘furry’ companion in matching costume.

September 16, 2007 Meeting at Jeanine & Ralph Swicks in Lunenberg, MA 
  Let Jeanine know if interested in performance or backstage tour.  Her kitchen 
  needs quiet until 10AM so breakfast will be delayed.
September/October – High Tea at Susan Brown & Doug Ray’s home.

October 21, 2007 Meeting at Don & Jill’s. 10AM breakfast; 11AM meeting.
November 18, 2007 Meeting at Dina’s studio.  
Meeting closed at 12:15PM. 
(Dina put out some lovely pastries for people to enjoy.)

