NOEL MEETING MAY 20, 2007

Meeting took place at Pat & Allan’s home in Mendon, MA.    In attendance were: Ann Catelli, President; Susan Smith, Treasurer; Pat Vandenberg, Secretary & Allan Kent;  Janice Dallas, ICG Board Rep, & Ron Dallas; Jill Eastlake with Betty Trugman;  Jeanine Swick; Stacy Mandell, and Nancy Shapiro.  

Meeting commenced at 11:00AM after a lovely breakfast provided by Chefs Ron Dallas, Don Eastlake, and Pat.  Everyone enjoyed bacon and their choice of French Toast with lots of etc. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Working on dolls. 
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   No Report.
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Minutes accepted as corrected.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Report in on time.  Sue brought bank stuff to share; we have money. 
WEBMASTER:   Our Webmaster was unable to attend as he was in the hospital; we are
waiting to hear how he is doing.

NEWSLETTER:  No report.  We still want articles!! 
ICG BOARD REP:  Janice actually wrote up a report!  
Items in this report can be found in Janice’s e-mails of 4/18, 4/24, 4/28, 4/30, 5/2, and 5/13.

There is a new Middle Tennessee Costumer’s Guild chapter from Nashville.  
ICG would like regular chapter reports to be sent to their Newsletter.

An on-line Newsletter is being considered as an option; probably password protected.
(This was originally suggested by our own Richard Fine.)  (It was later suggested – by Rich or Allan, I believe -  that anyone who wanted a ‘hard copy’ pay an additional amount, for the service.)

ICG Archives requests donated con photos to help cut costs.

They are looking at funding the Archives temporarily with donations – Sick Pups donated $100 – and permanently, with a dues raise of $2 per member.

(It was voted and passed for NOeL to send in a donation of $100 for the Archives.  See New Business.)

See Janice’s 4/18 e-mail for Nora’s notes on the annual meeting, which was attended by both Ann Catelli and Dr. Karen.  (See April Meeting notes for their comments.)
OLD BUSINESS:

An Open (to anyone) Fabric and related items swap will take place immediately following this May 20th meeting.  Thank you to:  Rich & Stephanie Fine, John Francini and Allan Kent who came the previous weekend and helped get garage ready to be set up.  Also thanks to Dr. Karen, Stacy Mandell, Jill Eastlake, Susan Smith, and Nancy Shapiro, who came yesterday and helped me sort the many loads of material into logical groupings while Allan and Don Eastlake set up the tables.  It is due to all of their efforts, and the great signs Allan Kent made, that we  are actually ready to hold the swap.  (Now, if the weather would only cooperate.)
We had a lovely High Tea at the Colonial Inn in Concord on Sunday, April 29th at 3:30pm.  Originally had 13 people, but two were unable to make it. Eleven showed up:  Don & Jill Eastlake, Betty Trugman, Susan Smith, Ann Catelli, Doug Ray & Susan Brown, Pat Vandenberg & Allan Kent, Rich & Stephanie Fine.  The teas were interesting and the food was excellent.  Susan wrote up an article and sent it in with pictures to Dennison, so it should show up in the next newsletter.
Dina received the copy of “Sally McQueen’s Collections in the US” we had requested at Arisia she order for NOeL.  She actually got it for more than 10% off.  Cost is under $30.
Last meeting Dina suggested we have a Teddy Bear Picnic.  That we come in costume with our favorite stuffed companion in matching costume.   Janice brought some patterns for us to look at.  (Sue and Stacy found more patterns in the patterns for swap.) 
Jill suggested we get Teddy Bear patterns and make them up.  Both Ann and Janice have Teddy Bear patterns we could copy.  We are planning on sewing and dyeing at Janice & Ron’s at the July Meeting.  If we do this in a park we send aouncement to papers and tell people.  Need park with structure.  Could team with local parent groups  Find out about other events we could possibly combine with.  Jeanine suggested checking with library children’s rooms.  Concord area picnic has a charge.  Dina willing to coordinate.  Janice a bit worried we might get lots of kids and few costumers.  We won’t have many activities.
At the annual meeting Janice asked Nora about Rich’s suggestion regarding doing newsletter on-line; mail to be a surcharge. One problem may be the bulk mail permit (not having enough bulk mail.)   
NEW BUSINESS:

Jill made a motion that NOeL send in $100 to help defray the cost of the moving and on-line entry of the archives.  Pat seconded.  Accepted by acclimation.

CONVENTIONS:

Marcon:  Columbus, OH Memorial Day Weeekend, May 25-27, 2007.

    (Pettingers are Costumer GOHs)

Balticon:  Memorial Day Weekend, May 25-28, 2007 (4-day con), Hunt Valley Inn,
   Baltimore, MD.  Writer guests are Larry Niven & Jerry Pournelle

Arisia Relaxacon, (Boston) Dedham Hilton June 8-10.  Hot tubs and swimming pool are 

   Part of the main events.

Shore Leave:  July 13-15, 2007, Marriott’s Hunt Valley Inn, Baltimore, MD
    Rich & Stephanie Fine and Jerome Conner & Kara Haff may attend.

ReaderCon 18:  July 5-8, 2007, Burlington Marriott, Burlington, MA.  
    Lisa and Walter Hunt will be attending.  
   (Lisa says you need to come hear Craig Shaw Gardner in the  Kirk Polland Bad Prose 
    Contest!)
International FaerieCon:  October 12-14, 2007 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center

    in Philadelphia, PA  GOHs are Brian & Wendy Froud
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Jill also asked if anyone would like to learn about running conventions.  She has openings for Arisia ‘08.

We will be checking the swap materials for:  Stuffing, Fur, polar fleece or other ‘bear hide’   40” wide x 18” through 60”, Polydown Fiberfill and Ultrasude.  

Pat suggested someone be appointed to go get the proper bear eyes.  Jeanine is going to do some pricing on JHB.  Others will be checking Carol’s Zoo and others.

MISCELLANEOUS:

Janice brought newsletter for people to browse.
Newsletter:  “Squeals” from Costumer’s Guild West, Inc. (They are very active, especially with Costume College.)
MEETINGS:

June 17, 2007:   Meeting at Dina & Ian Flockhart’s in Littleton, MA. 

 (This has been amended:  We will breakfast at the Masonic Lodge starting around 9AM – or breakfast on our own – and then meet at Dina’s workshop (see directions attached) around 10:30AM for a meeting.) 
July 8, 2007
Meeting at Dallas’s.  (Be prepared for dyeing and teddy bear sewing!)  
September 16, 2007 Meeting at Jeanine & Ralph Swicks in Lunenberg, MA (going to check on puppet theatre)

October 21, 2007 Meeting at Don & Jill’s.

Meeting closed at 11:40M. 
