NOEL MEETING MINUTES SUNDAY OCTOBER 16, 2005
Meeting took place at Janice & Ron Dallas’s home in Arlington, MA.  After a delicious breakfast created by Ron Dallas – complete with menus! – it was decided to start the meeting and hope the late ones showed up soon.  In attendance were:  Ann Catelli, Vice President; Susan Smith, Treasurer; Pat Vandenberg, Secretary, & Allan Kent; Stephanie & Richard Fine; Lise Francalossi & Matt LeVan; Janice & Ron Dallas, and Nancy Shapiro.
PRESIDENT: (until elections)  Dina is having tent challenges; she is at the Connecticut fair trying to rescue her tent from the flood.  Also having trouble getting her web article to run.
VP: (until elections) Hi, is running meeting.  Has submitted designs to CC24; is waiting to find out if they have been accepted as when she tried to submit them to the Albany post office, (she was at Albacon) it was unmanned so she had to wait to send the designs until she got home.
SECRETARY:    Pat thanked Nancy and Janice for their changes to last month’s minutes.  One more correction – it is Lise, (not Lisa), who is our Webmistress.  Prior meeting minutes accepted as corrected.  
TREASURER:  Report got into ICG treasurer on time – much cheering.  Remember to keep Susan posted on any changes to your address, phone, e-mail, etc. as she needs to send the changes to ICG.  Susan noticed that Dora, of ICG, had requested an updated copy of our members’ information. In line with this and Janice’s decision to print a new member directory (see New Business), Susan will be sending out a copy of our current member information for each of us to check and/or fix.   
WEBMISTRESS:  In attendance; much cheering.  Not too much to report as don’t have a lot of material to work with.  Have a few minutes to add.  If you have any specific requests, please send to Lise.  Susan added that our new member (Christine Hahn of Salem) got the information about NOEL off the website.  It works!  Lise has been working on her Masters in Psychology.
NEWSLETTER:  Maura, sent an e-mail.  She is very ill at the moment.  Has gotten the software together and is half-way through formatting a Newsletter issue!
(Also, Maura is looking for pointers on how to make large-scale costume armor using Wonderflex brand thermoplastic; if you can help, please let her know!)
OLD BUSINESS: 
LACostume report:
Laurel Cunningham-Hill has agreed to run a make-up class, concentrating on what is needed for the LACon 2006 Worldcon costume.

Looking at scheduling in February after Arisia.  If you have questions, comments, concerns, contact Jill.  We should do pictures of before, during and after.

Ann reiterated Don’s reply regarding NOEL’s need for 501© 3 status.  He had stated that at this point it did not look like we really needed to be a non-profit.
(Nancy arrived and said that she amazingly found her way here although she left her brain at the Eastlakes yesterday!)

Ron requested the list of the slate of officers:

Ann Catelli nominated as President;

Dina Flockhart nominated as VP; 
Susan Smith nominated as Treasurer; 

Pat Vandenberg nominated as Secretary.

There were no other nominations submitted.

Allan suggested the new officers be accepted by acclimation – done.

Ann continued running the meeting – now as President.  Ann reconfirmed Don’s appointment as Sergeant-at-arms.
CONVENTION REPORTS:

Five of the NOEL members, Rich & Stephanie Fine, Ann Catelli, and Jill & Don Eastlake, attended Albacon last weekend.  There were about 200 total attendees.  Ann saw about 12-20 people in hall costumes.  There were only 6 entries in the masquerade.  Most of the presentations were short, and one was funny; this is the one in which Rich acted as Ninja and supplied a great bit of business!  Rich said this should have been Best-In-Show, if the masquerade had awarded one – Ann agreed.   We had a bit of discussion about the value of small masquerades.
(Rich asked if the most dangerous words a costumer could hear are: “We could do something with that!”)

CC24’s deadline for Future Fashion Folio has past.  Ann is still waiting to hear if her submissions made it in on time.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ann requested any new business.  

Nora Mai is running CC25 in St. Louis, March 29 – April 2, 2006.  It is two months earlier than 2005, which took place in May.  We currently have no idea about special themes for The Future Fashion Folio for CC25.  Ann wants to schedule a date and time for all of us to sit around and draw.  Think of dates when you would like to do this.
Janice said she wants to get a new membership directory out.  Ann asked Susan to send her people’s information and she will format it into a directory; she will print up a copy for correction at the next meeting.  Susan is going to post an Excel spreadsheet for people to check their information before she sends it to Ann.  LOOK AT THIS AND RESPOND PLEASE!

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EXHIBITS:

Jill reminded the membership, via e-mail, that the Holliston Washington Street Players are presenting the Vagina Monologues on October 28, 29 and November 3,4, 5.  The show on the 29th is a benefit which will include an auction; Voices Against Violence is one of the charities to benefit.  Jill has made a quilt to be auctioned off.  (A picture of Jill standing in front of the quilt appeared in her local paper.)  See www.washingtonstreetplayers.org.
In line with mentioning things our members are involved in, Pat mentioned the NBDA (New England Belly Dance Association) Festival in which she is dancing on Saturday, November 5th, sometime between 1PM and 5PM.  She will be sending out an electronic flyer with the minutes.  Somewhere around 200 dancers are expected to perform at the Festival. 

Janice brought in a print-out of the latest “Virtual Costumer” which has the Dream Fisher Cirque du Soleil costume.  This appeared on board one of the two Celebrity cruise ships.  The issue also included Burning Man photos.

Janice also brought in “Cactus Needles” from October which had a couple of CopperCon costumes, including ‘Construction Trouper’ – a storm trouper with hard hat etc.  The issue also has information on how to make a reproduction Jedi belt.

Susan brought in a ‘flyer’ about the Star Wars exhibit at the Boston Museum of Science opening October 27th  .  It runs thru April 30, 2006.  Look at www.Starwars.mos.org or call 617-723-2500 for more information.  The exhibit includes art work, film clips, hands on science and interactive computers:  “Where science meets imagination.”  If anyone is interested in attending with Susan, she will post.  Rich & Stephanie are planning on going Monday, January 16th, immediately following Arisia.  Contact the Fines if you are interested in going then.

Pat & Allan went to the Science Fiction Museum in Seattle in September.  It is very well done with Lots of interactive exhibits and fun and interesting facts.  The Museum is located next to the Space Needle and next door to the new Interactive Music Exhibit.  It was sponsored by Paul Allen (formerly of Microsoft) who seems to have found a neat way to display some of his collections!
NEXT MEETING:

Maura has confirmed that she is willing to host the November 6th meeting in Sturbridge.  Breakfast will be potluck with Maura providing a hot cereal bar; bring other breakfast items, cooking can be done on premises.  

Breakfast to be served at 10AM; meeting to commence at 10:30AM.  Furniture is still scarce, so folding chairs will be Very welcome.

Nancy reminded everyone that there will be Textile Exhibits at Old Sturbridge Village that same weekend.  It is Cold – dress warm!  
Remember to get in your NOEL dues in in November.  There will be No December NOEL meeting.

The official January meeting will be January 8, 2006 at Jerome and Kara’s in Chelmsford.  Ann requested that J&K make sure snow is removed for parking!

10:30AM – Bring your own breakfast or lunch; drinks provided.  (directions) 
There will be a January Arisia, 13-15 January, 2006, meeting TBA.

February 12, 2006 at Pat & Allan’s for breakfast at 9:30AM.  
Ann wants to schedule a dyeing session along with a picture taking session of anyone who wants to do photos for website or portraits.  Please send in time/date suggestions to the NOEL list. 
Clothing/Costume exchange to be discussed at next meeting – Pat suggested February.
Pat asked about whether we were thinking of returning to the Lodge.  Consensus was that we don’t want to go back.  However, there were advantages – same place every month and breakfast made by someone else.  We might want to look at some place that could fill these requirements.

Meeting adjourned at Noon.
